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Duchess of Orleans, she wan very much upset, about the whole business.
But this did not prevent its completion, il was originally intended that
the formal ceremony of reception should take plar.it in Paris, but this
venue was changed to tin; neighbouring town of Melun when it became
known that, if the ceremony were held in the capital, il might bo disturbed
by masquerades and other foolery on tho part of the convert's ill-wishers,
Tho public profession of iho Uoman Catholic faith was made al Mclun on
September 17, 1719. Law repeated the process less ostentatiously two
months later in his parish church in Paris, the Abbe Tencin again officiat-
ing* For his services the Abbe Is said to have* received from tin* convert
shares in the Mississippi Company to the value of 100,000 Uvres.
For Law, as it had been for the French King Henry IV two centuries
previously, Paris was worth a mass, ami in acting as they did both men
were no doubt inspired by similar motives. Hut it cannot readily be ad-
mitted that Law's conversion and the circumstances aUcndiu,1* it reflected
much credit on atiy of the parties concerned. The notorious Abbe Tencin,
who benefited to such an extent financially, was a man of scandalous
morals; ho was later convicted of simony and condemned to pay a large
fine by the Parliament. The incident, although it enabled Law to gratify
his ambition by opening the way to cabinet office, provoked by
considerable opposition from his wife, who stoutly refused to follow his
example. This was doubly unfortunate for the financier, since Catherine's
husband Mr. Seignieur had recently died; and, but for Law's change of
faith, it seems certain that they would have sewed this opportunity to
legalize their union by getting married, now that they wen* free to do so.
Catherine, it appears, refused to join herself in matrimony with an
apostate. As will be seen, they never did get married mul, although
Catherines continued to use his name and pass as his wife, she had no legal
right to do so. AH a general topic of conversation Law's conversion pro-
viclcd his enemies with a weapon of winch they did not scruple to make-
full use* Lord Stair, in particular, wont out of his way to attack Law,
denouncing him both to the British Government and to the French Recent
as a Jacobite, to whom all supporters of the Stuart Pretender's cause now
looked for encouragement am) support in their plans. This totally un-
founded charge was to set the seal on Stair's diplomatic career. It in true
that tho Chevalier do St. George, as the Into James IPs son was known,
had appealed to Law as 'a good Scotsman and faithful servant of the
Regent9, but the financier had rcfuwed to commit himself to any course of
action calculated to jeopardize the alliance already existing between the